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April 2025

President’s Corner

Hey yall, April is buzzing with excitement!
Here's a rundown of our fantastic events this
month:

Beekeeper Program: Kicking off our month
at the Luncheon meeting, brought to you by
the Environment Committee.

Mad Hatter Tea Party: Join us on Friday,
April 1, 2025, presented by the Ways &
Means Committee, supporting the Christian
Care Center.

Easter Egg Hunt: Club members are
volunteering at the library on Saturday, April
19, 2025. This event is sponsored by the
Mount Dora Woman's Club, through the
Education & Libraries Committee's book-
scanning project.

Rock Painting: On April 24, 2025, the Arts
& Culture Committee presents “On The
Rocks” rock painting. It is a fun project, but
if you cannot paint, come and join me, as I
toast the painters.

Florida State Convention: Mark your
calendars for April 26, 2025. Our member,
Linda Urry, will be honored as the District 7
Volunteer of the Year, and we hope she'll
bring home the title of Florida Volunteer of
the Year.

Get ready and get your "buzz" on! ‘@‘

Joanna Fox
Editor

APRIL DATES TO REMEMBER
Apr2 Luncheon & General Meeting
Registration 11:30 a.m.

Lunch at Noon
General Meeting 1:00 p.m.

Center Street Kitchen
MLK Senior Center

Mad Hatter Tea

Apr12 Passover

Apri17 Walk n Talk

Apr 20 Easter

Apr 23 MLK Senior Center

Apr 24 Rock Painting

Apr 30 Executive Board Meeting

Apr 4
Aprg
Apr 11

APRIL PROGRAM

The Importance of Bees

Guest Speaker 1@
Giles Paget-Wilkes

>

Hosted by Environment

Friday, April 11, 2025
2-4Pm

First United WMethodist Chureh
434 € Fifth Avenue
Wouwt Dora, FL 22757

N ¢ Story Teller: Lovise O’Leary

% @ Best decorated Hat Contest
) "Rm‘fle Baskets
@ s0/50
’ ’ Special Blend Tea

o “Eefresl/\wvew’rs
4 @ Boncfits The

Christian Care Center
’ $25.00 per person

’ Visit our website at
gf ' [# ihattertea

or scan the GR Code  to
purchase tickets,

WMad Hatter Tea

Hosted by the GFWC Wount Dora Womawn's Club

The General Federation of Women’s Clubs is a nonprofit organization that brings
together local women'’s clubs in a collective effort to strengthen communities and
enhance the lives of others through volunteer service. The GFWC Mount Dora
Woman's Club is a 501(c)(3) organization.

The General Federation of Women’s Clubs is a nonprofit organization that brings together local women’s clubs in a
collective effort to strengthen communities and enhance the lives of others through volunteer service.




ARTS & CULTURE
Delores Deen and Donna Biba, CO-CHS

The committee meets on the 2nd Thursday of each month at
Foxtail Coffee in Tavares at 1:00 p.m. (next to the Library).
Our next meeting is April 10, 2025. Please join in!

The State Arts & Crafts Competition will be held April 26,
2025, in Orlando where the 13 winning entries from the
District 7 competition will compete with entries from the 188
other clubs within the GFWC Florida Women’s Club
organization. Good Luck to all!

Our “On The Rocks” happy hour painting session is on for
Thursday April 24, 2025, at Eden Abbey restaurant on
Highland Ave., Mount Dora, from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. The price
of admission is 1 canned good that will be donated to
LovExtension.

We will gather on the back porch and paint small rocks that
will be placed around town for children or visitors to find and
re-hide or take home with them. You may order food or
drinks from the restaurant while you create! All members
and guests are invited.

We continue to seek donations
paintbrushes, and paint palettes.
donated at previous meetings.

of acrylic paints,
Many thanks to all who

The pattern for the March of Dimes Military Moms newborn
and child hats is on our website - although you are free make
your own creation. We will collect them at our May 7, 2025
meeting for donation.

A Sign-up sheet for ushering at the IceHouse Theatre
production of “Red Herring” will be available at the April
meeting.

GFWC Mount Dora Woman’s Club, Inc.

Community Service Programs

Correspondence Secretary
Gina Conway

¢/

If you know of anyone who needs a ray of Sunshine, please
send me their name and address so I can contact them
with a note from MDWC.
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ENVIRONMENT
Kim Barnes, CH

The Environment Committee meets on the 2nd Thursday of the
month at 10 a.m., in the W.T. Bland Library. Please feel free to
join us at our next meeting on April 10, 2025.

TREES

On National Arbor Day, April 25, 2025, we want to invite all
club members to join us at the visitor center of the Seminole
State Forest as we plant a live oak. In early 2026, we will
purchase and plant, with help from foresters and other
volunteers, at least 1000 longleaf pine trees.

REDUCE REUSE RECYCLE

Batteries: So far we have collected more than 50 pounds of
dead batteries! Any type of battery is accepted as long as it is
smaller than a grapefruit.

Plastic Bags: Our monthly collection of plastic bags is donated
to Trout Lake to assist in their efforts to receive a 3rd bench
(1000 pounds of plastic bags per bench). Most any type of
plastic bag is acceptable as long as it is dry, clean, and free of
food residue. We will have a collection bin at every meeting.

Paper: We will continue to collect paper tubes (paper towels,
toilet paper, wrapping paper). Our March collection was
greatly appreciated by the Pinecrest Academy Art and STEM
teachers.

EDUCATION & LIBRARIES
Cheryl Higgins, CH

The Education and Library Committee has been very busy.
Our new partnership with Sorrento Elementary had a great
start with Mount Dora Woman’s Club volunteers supporting
the school's Speech Contest as well as Read Across America.

The strong partnership with Mount Dora Library continues
with book scanning funds used to purchase two lamps, and
members volunteering their time for the Children’s Library as
well as Gigi & Mr. Tommy kids show.

The Mount Dora Woman’s Club annual book drive resulted in
148 books being donated to Lake Cares who will provide books
in the food packages for families. Our next event is going to be
the school supply drive.

The next meeting is Monday, April 14, 2025, at 2 p.m.



CIVIC ENGAGEMENT & OUTREACH
Jerry Hardwick, District 7 Point Person

Thank you to all members who participated in the
Woman’s Club of Leesburg's Quarter Auction. I heard that
it was great fun and that they will split the proceeds from
the Auction with Ashley's House.

We are delighted to invite you to the ‘Notes of Love’ event,
taking place on March 29, 2025. This special occasion offers
a meaningful opportunity to visit Ashley's House in its
current state, and share your heartfelt thoughts and
expressions of love for what will soon become a wonderful
temporary home for women veterans. Sponsored by V4V,
this event promises to be truly memorable. We sincerely
hope you will join us!

Currently, plans are to have an additional tour for all
members of GFWC Florida District 7, hopefully, this Fall,
and hopefully there will have been good progress, i.e., walls
and more!

Thank you for your continuing support of an exemplary
cause.

ﬂ) K /17 Cathleen Arciero, CH
]

Hello all. Our next ESO Book Club meeting will be May 21,
2025, at W.T. Bland Library Archives Room at 1:30 p.m.

We will be sharing books we have read and having fun. See
you then. Cheers!

HOSPITALITY
Cathy Kautz, CH

The Hospitality Team met Tuesday, March 1, 2025, at the
W.T. Bland Library. We worked on assembling the place
settings for the Mad Hatter Tea and favors for the April
luncheon. Many thanks to Cathleen, Faye, Donna, and
Cindy.

The Hospitality Team will also be responsible for
decorations for the Tea. Work days will be forthcoming

for the event.

Thanks again, you all do an amazing job!
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WAYS & MEANS /FUNDRAISING
Donna Kelley and Linda Urry, CO-CHS

W8

Have you secured your tickets yet for the "Mad Hatter Tea
Party"? April 11, 2025, is right around the corner, so don’t wait—
invite your friends and neighbors to join the fun! There will be
delicious food, tea, and a variety of drinks, along with:

e Raffle Baskets (let Linda Urry know if you would like to
contribute one)

e 50/50 Raffle (to support our club needs)

e Hat Contest (design a hat that would impress the Mad
Hatter!)

e Entertainment, and maybe even a surprise or two!

We cannot wait to see you at the Mad Hatter's Tea Table—
there’s plenty of room for everyone.

Sign-up sheets will be available at the April 2, 2025 luncheon for
areas where we’ll need your help. Oh, and do you have a teapot?
We're looking for 32 of them! Let Linda Urry or Faye Owens
know if you can lend one.

This whimsical event will benefit the Christian Care Center.

Are there any Pickleball players out there? In May, we will need
every member to help make this new endeavor a success.

This is a sustainable fundraiser for Ashley's House. The
"Pickleball Tournament" will be held on May 4, 2025, from 7:00

a.m. to 7:00 p.m., at Donnelly Park in Mount Dora.

The cost will be $ 40 per person for each member of a 2-person
team for a round-robin game.

MEMBERSHIP

A very warm welcome to JoAnne Hildebrand, and a big
thanks to Donna Biba for bringing her to us!

MEMBERSHIP
Therese Haberle, CH

ALSO, thank you to the attendees at the recent Spring
Orientation, and a thank you to Suzanne, Kim, and Sandy
(you want to try her pimento spread!) for helping me
out. AND, I hope many of our newer members will be in
attendance at the April meeting for the Annual Installation
Ceremony!

Come at 1:00 p.m., if you don't want lunch!
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BIRTH DAY

Diane Scott

i
r\‘
e

x .j " Alissa Constant 4/2 . ;
Lo Flo Fenneman 4/2 N Diana was born in Chicago, moved to Michigan at 8 years old,
.- Barbara 'thtle 4/3 x and has lived there ever since. A graduate of Western
‘ Laura Gibson 4/6 Michigan University, Diana was a second-grade teacher and
Yolanda Kassay 4/1 speech therapist.
Linda Urry 4/20
Gail Mahan 4/21 She and her husband split their time between their home in
Kathy Honeycutt 4/23 Michigan and their Florida home. They live in the city of
Barbara Parker 4/25 Mount Dora, near the golf course, wh.ich her husba'nd enjoys.
Alison Horvath 4127 Diana also volunteers at her church, First Presbyterian Church
Mount Dora. They have been visiting this area since 2017.
%%“QQ Diana has a passion for reading, with an emphasis on
% @f ﬁ/ == mysteries. She enjoys exercise, including her Zumba classes.
w /('),D?@ Looking for volunteer activities and social events, Diana joined
e, ﬁ\ >7 ﬂ e the Mount Dora Woman’s Club three years ago. Diana

participates in the ESO Book Club, and the Walk n Talk

TO OUR NEWEST MEMBER program, and has served at the Senior Center.

JoAnne Hildebrand
Belated Birthday Wishes 3/13

Interview by Laura Gibson

MEMBERSHIP DUES ;é//\\ SUNSHINE COMMITTEE
A quick reminder that Membership Dues are due in May.

If ! fa club b ing th h h patch
For your convenience there are three ways to pay. YO oW of a cib MEmber going H1totigh a roligh, pate

and could use some TLC, i.e., a ride, to the doctor, help with
meals, a call, or a visit, please let a Hospitality/Sunshine
Committee member know so we may bring some sunshine
their way. Contact Cathy Kautz.

1. You can bring your payment to the May meeting.

2. A payment link will be on the Members Only Page
starting on May 1, 2025.

3. You can mail your payment payable to GFWC Mount
Dora Woman’s Club to Roseanne Miller.

Walk n Talk will be held on Thursday April 17,
2025, at 10:00 a.m., at Tavares Ecological Park

For those of you who joined our club after January 1st, you T b located at the western end of Ruby Street
do not need to make another payment. I will reach out to - and South Sinclair Avenue. We will also walk
let you know that you are all set! along Tavares Lakeside.

If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out. I am Sign up at the April meeting or contact Kim.

here to help!

Best,

Treasurer

Roseanne Miller Hdppy Faster HAP P Y PASSOVER



mailto:jerrylynnh@hotmail.com
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Voiunteer of the Year

< .

o ]

The GFWC Mount Dora Woman'’s Club is pleased to announce
that Linda Urry was selected as District 7 Volunteer of the Year.
She is now competing for GFWC Florida Volunteer of 2024 at the
State Convention on April 26, 2025.

Linda has been an effervescent breath of fresh air since she joined
in 2022. She has a positive aura that energizes members to join
in roll up their sleeves and work for those who need a hand-up.
Most of her volunteer hours have centered on projects that
created a plethora of volunteer opportunities for members and
raised money for charities.

She coordinated our annual yard sale, made it a 2-day event, engaged a new member in
creating a marketing plan, set a goal of raising $5,000, and enlisted members to decorate
Christmas wreaths, pot 200 garden plants, and make dozens of cookies. The Yard Sale netted
$7,000 for Ashley’s House, the District 7 project.

At the District 7 Annual Meeting in October with Sara Dessureau, Linda was moved to plan
and coordinate a Military and U.S. History Trivia Night (in less than a month) to raise money
for Flight to Honor. The Trivia Night netted $2,155 for Flight to Honor.

When Linda is approached with a project idea, she never replies “That sounds like a lot of
work”. Her usual reply is “Why not?’ and then she adds “How about we do this too?”. In
December she was asked, “How about planning a Pickleball tournament in Mount Dora?” She
teamed with another member and before the month ended, there was a plan in place for a
benefit Pickleball tournament. The plan also includes an assortment of volunteer
opportunities for members to help make it successful and she helped set up a “Care & Keeping
Trust Fund” for Ashley’s House.

Linda’s innovative leadership style is obvious, but her untiring spirit and generosity warm
hearts. Her greatest joy is helping those in the community who need a little help and
kindness. She embodies the volunteer spirit. She loved packing groceries for home-bound
seniors and the disabled, buying gifts for her Guardian-ad-litem angel child, preparing and
serving meals at Center Street Kitchen, placing wreaths on veterans’ graves, and calling Bingo
at several fundraisers.

Linda has been a blessing to our club and community.
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Education and Libraries
Read Across America

Pictured left: Cheryl Higgins, Diane Scott,
Stephanie Gradford, and Gail Newton. All read
to students at Sorrento Elementary School.

Gail Newton with Kindergarten Students at Sorrento
Elementary School.

Book Drive

Donation to Lake Cares

Gail Goldberg




