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The General Federation of Women’s Clubs is a nonprofit organization that brings together local women’s clubs in a 
collective effort to strengthen communities and enhance the lives of others through volunteer service. 
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MARCH DATES TO REMEMBER 

 
Mar 3 Spring Orientation 
Mar 5 Luncheon & General Meeting 
                     Registration 11:30 a.m. 
                     Lunch at Noon 
                     General Meeting 1:00 p.m. 
Mar 7 Center Street Kitchen 
Mar 9 Daylight Savings Time 
Mar 11 MLK Senior Center 
Mar 17 St. Patrick’s Day 
Mar 19 ESO 
Mar 20 Walk n Talk 
Mar 25  MLK Senior Center 
Mar 26 Executive Board Meeting  

 
Women’s History Month 

 
In the United States, Women’s History 
Month provides a time for individual and 
collective acknowledgement of women’s 
contributions, past and present.  
 
Thanks to the efforts of historians, activists, 
and women’s organizations across the 
country, each March is designated as a time 
to honor and acknowledge women’s 
accomplishments throughout American 
history. 
 
 Since 1995, each president has issued a 
proclamation calling upon the public to 
observe the month with appropriate 
activities and ceremonies and to study the 
contributions of women to U.S. history.   
 
Excerpt from a Smithsonian American Women's 
Museum article 

Federation Motto:  “In great things, Unity; In small things, Liberty; In all things, Charity” 

MARCH PROGRAM 
 

Collection of Books for Children 
In Grades K through 5 

 

Hosted by Education and Libraries 

President’s Corner 

 

Hi Ladies, 

March is Women’s History Month!  It 
is a great time to reflect on the 
significant contributions women have 
made to so many around the world.  
 It is also an opportunity to celebrate 
our accomplishments as well.  So just 
take a moment and reflect on just 
how awesome you are! 
You are all rock stars to me! 
 

Suzanne 



ENVIRONMENT 
Kim Barnes, CH 
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Community Service Programs 

ARTS & CULTURE 

Delores Deen and Donna Biba, CO-CHS 
 
 

The committee meets on the 2nd Thursday of 
each month at Foxtail Coffee in Tavares at 1:00 p.m. (next to 
the Library).  Our next meeting is March 13, 2025.  Please join 
in! The committee met in February at The Dog House after 
the fabulous Blingo Bingo party on February 13, 2025. 
 
The District Arts & Crafts Competition was held on February 
8, 2025, in Orlando.  Of the 20 entries that won our club 
competition and went to the district, 13 entries won first place 
and are moving on to the State competition to be held on 
April 26, 2025, in Orlando.  
 
 The winners who took first place in 13 categories are Diane 
Cole, Flo Fenneman, Donna Kelley, Cristie Kern, Lynn 
Kirman, Gail Mahan, Maureen Melvold, Dee Olive, Uta 
Pergler, and Karin Pierson.    Congratulations to all! 
  
Our “On The Rocks” happy hour painting session has been 
scheduled for Thursday, April 24, 2025, at Eden Abbey 
restaurant on Highland Avenue, Mount Dora, from 3:00 to 
5:00 p.m.  The price of admission is 1 canned good that will 
be donated to LovExtension.  
 

 We will gather on the porch and paint small rocks that will 
be placed around  town  for children or visitors  to find  and 
re-hide or take home with them.  On the back of each rock 
will be written “GFWC  Mount Dora Woman’s Club” so 
people will know who is responsible for the fun!  
 

 All supplies will be provided, and you may order food or 
drinks from the restaurant while you create!  It will be a 
wonderful opportunity to socialize with fellow club members 
so all members and guests are invited, even if you “think” you 
have no artistic talent!  We continue to seek donations of 
acrylic paints, paintbrushes, and paint palettes.  Many thanks 
to all who donated at the last meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A reminder, the pattern for the March of Dimes Military 
Moms newborn and child hats is on our website, we will 
collect them at our May 7, 2025 meeting for donation. 
 
A Signup sheet for ushering at the Ice House Theater on the 
March 27, 2025, production of “Honky Tonk Laundry” will be 
available at the March meeting. 
 
 

The Environment Committee meets on the 2nd Thursday of the 
month at 10:00 a.m. in the W.T. Bland Library.  Please feel free 
to join us at our next meeting on March 13, 2025. 
  
Our Historical Ethel tour gave 10 club members fascinating 
insights into Central Florida's history, conservation efforts, and 
practical tips on useful plants found in natural areas. A Big 
thanks go out to Don and Kelly our knowledgeable guides for 
the 90-minute tour of Ethel.  
 
For those interested, the 11th East Lake Historical Society 
Heritage Festival will be held at Ethel on March 22, 2025, from 
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.    https://wwt-cso.com/page-18118 
 
TREES 
The environment committee would like to start its project of 
tree planting, in line with the GFWC Florida goal of 8,000 trees, 
by planting a live oak tree at the visitor center of the Seminole 
Forest on National Arbor Day, April 25, 2025. At a later date, we 
will purchase and plant, with help from foresters, at least 1,000 
longleaf pine trees. More information about live oaks and 
longleaf pines. 
  
REDUCE REUSE RECYCLE 
Batteries: Please continue to bring in your dead batteries for 
collection at our monthly meetings. Any type of battery is 
accepted as long as it is smaller than a grapefruit.  
 
Plastic Bags: Trout Lake is continuing its efforts to receive a 
bench for every 1,000 pounds of plastic bags recycled.  Most any 
type of plastic bag is acceptable as long as it is dry, clean, and 
free of food residue. We will have a collection bin at every 
meeting.  
  
Paper: We will continue to collect paper tubes (paper towels, 
toilet paper, wrapping paper).  However, we have learned that 
Trout Lake has more than they need, so we will use them for 
future projects.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Correspondence Secretary 
Gina Conway 
 

If you know of anyone who needs a ray of Sunshine, please 
send me their name and address so I can contact them with 
a note from MDWC. 

https://wwt-cso.com/page-18118
https://ffl.ifas.ufl.edu/resources/ffl-minute-radio/2021-archive/january-2021/live-oak-trees/
https://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/plants/trees-and-shrubs/trees/longleaf-pine/
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ESO 
Cathleen Arciero, CH 

The Committee is off to a great start with many exciting 
opportunities.  We have three new members joining the 
committee.  
 
The partnership with Mount Dora Library continues with 
MDWC sponsoring and volunteering for the kids' show on 
March 11, 2025.  The library also requested volunteers to 
help keep the children’s library organized and we had four 
members volunteer.  
 
 March is the annual book drive, please don’t forget to 
bring a book to the March luncheon.  If you can’t attend 
the luncheon, please reach out to a committee member 
and we will arrange to pick up your books. 
 
On the education side, we are very excited to establish a 
partnership with Sorrento Elementary. This will make it 
much easier to accomplish our education objectives.  The 
first two events are volunteer-based – Celebrating Careers 
and Read Across America.   

WAYS & MEANS /FUNDRAISING 
Donna Kelley and Linda Urry, CO-CHS 
 

CIVIC ENGAGEMENT & OUTREACH 

EDUCATION & LIBRARIES 
Cheryl Higgins, CH 
 

MEMBERSHIP 
Therese Haberle, CH 

Our Blingo Bingo event was a resounding success, raising 
an impressive $800 for Forward Path. A heartfelt thank you 
goes out to everyone who contributed to this meaningful 
cause! 
 
Mark your calendars for the "Mad Hatter Tea Party" on 
April 11, 2025,  from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. at the Methodist 
Church on 5th Avenue, Mount Dora. While white gloves 
are not required, a whimsical hat is highly recommended 
for this unique and unconventional tea experience. Prepare 
to be greeted by the Mad Hatter, who will guide you 
through an afternoon of delightful absurdity, just like 
Alice's adventures in Wonderland. 
 
Join us for a day filled with a Storyteller to entertain you, 
and a lively Hat Contest with judges and exciting prizes. 
Make sure to don a creatively decorated hat that stands out 
in true Mad Hatter fashion. This enchanting event will 
benefit the Christian Care Center. 
 
Remember, the key is to have fun as we journey down the 
Rabbit Hole together to follow Alice for the afternoon. 

Happy 'almost' Spring! There will be tickets available at the 
March Luncheon and Business Meeting for the GFWC 
Leesburg QUARTER AUCTION event to be held on March 8, 
2025.   Advance tickets are $20.00/$25.00  at the door.  A part 
of the proceeds will go to ASHLEY'S HOUSE. 
 
 Kathryn Wilgus will also have tickets for the very Patriotic 
Quilt Raffle. It was displayed during the recent GFWC 
District 7 Meeting and is very beautiful. Proceeds will go to 
Flight of Honor for candidates from Florida. 

Welcome Nicole Boucher and welcome BACK Judy 
Konieczny! 
 
Spring Orientation  (is a “SGO”- small group orientation) 
will be held on March 3, 2025, at 12:00 t0 1:30 p.m. at the 
W.T. Bland Library in the Archive room.  All are welcome 
to attend. 

Our next ESO Book Club meeting will be Wednesday, March 
19, 2025, at 1:30 p.m. at the W.T. Bland Library archive room. 
We will discuss one or two books. One banded book and 
one book of our choice. 
 
No pressure, just come and enjoy whatever you have been 
reading.  Cheers. 

 

Jerry Hardwick, District  7 Point Person 
 

A meeting at Ashley’s House.  Pictured Left:  Suzanne Gibson,       
Linda Dailey-Interior Designer,  Linda Urry, Jerry Hardwick, 
and Kathryn Wilgus. 
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Announcements 

 

to our newest members 
 

SPOTLIGHT ON 

If you know of a club member going through a rough  patch 
and could use some TLC, i.e., a ride, to the doctor,  help with 
meals, a call, or a visit, please let a Hospitality/Sunshine 
Committee member know so we may bring some sunshine 
their way.  Contact Cathy Kautz at    

SUNSHINE COMMITTEE 

Claire Porrello   3/04 
Mary Groeller   3/05 
Elizabeth Maglio  3/08 
Judith Shepp   3/11 
Diane Capetola  3/17 
M. Colleen Gardner  3/20 
Maureen Melvold  3/22 
Tracy Draper   3/24 

Nicole Boucher 
Judy Konieczny 

Walk n Talk will be held on March 20, 2025, at 
10:00 a.m. on Lake Apopka’s North Shore. 
 
We will meet near the McDonald Canal Boat 
Ramp off 448A.  It is an "out and back walk" on 

a  gravel  road.   The  distance  will be up  to  the  group.    Sign  
up at the March meeting or contact Kim  by email  or phone 
number.  

  
 
 Cheryl Higgins 
 

Cheryl is  an amazing energetic addition to the Woman’s Club!  
She joined the GFWC about six months ago and is already 
Chair of the Education & Libraries Committee.  Cheryl’s  next 
door neighbor is Roseanne Miller!  
  
Cheryl comes to us from south Florida, Coconut Creek, which 
is near Ft. Lauderdale.   She and her husband moved to 
Sorrento about two and a half years ago, but sadly her husband 
died recently.  She has two sons and one new grandchild.   
 
Cheryl retired early from her job as a Director of Information 
Technology at American Express.  She loves to volunteer, which 
allows her to contribute to her community and have the 
opportunity to meet like-minded people who want to give 
back.  
 
 She has many activities she enjoys:  hiking, biking, golf, 
gardening and cooking!  She is looking forward to traveling in 
the USA as well as overseas.  Alaska and Italy are on a short list.   
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

Luncheon Reservations 
 
I wanted to address a concern we have received regarding 
the online registration form for lunch reservations. It 
seems that some users are having trouble entering their 
phone numbers. 
 
 To ensure the process goes smoothly, please add a "1" in 
front of your number when filling out the form (for 
example: 14072221234). If you encounter a "+1" already in 
that field, kindly disregard it and enter your number 
manually. 
 
Roseanne Miller 
Treasurer 
 

Jerry Hardwick, District  7 Point Person 
jerrylynnh@hotmail.com 

mailto:jerrylynnh@hotmail.com
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    Announcements 

Pictured Left:  Diane Cole and 
Mary Groeller 

 

Karin Pierson – Sunset of Natural 
Landscape 

Photography Natural Wonders 

Karin took 1st place both in our 
local and State Arts and Crafts 
Contest.  The wrong photo  was 
attributed to her in the February 
Newsletter. 

Arts and Culture 
Ice House Production of  “Cash on Delivery” 

Volunteer Ushers 

 

Tour of Ethel 

Pictured left:  Dee Olive, Mary Groeller, Don Philpott (guide), Suzanne Gibson, Kim Barnes, Suzanne Mathews, Diane 
Cole, Lori Steuter. Violet Nagy, Donna Biba,  and Alison Horvath 

 Pictured Left:  Gina Conway, 
Donna Biba, and Gail Mahan 
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    Announcements 

 Blingo Bingo 
Fundraiser 

Bling Gift-Wrapped Prizes  

Blingo Bingo Winners 

 

Linda Urry 

  

 

           Cathleen Arciero    Cindy Bennett        Diane Cole      Alissa Constant Kathleen Drotar 

Pictured Left:  Kathy Kautz, Linda Urry 
and Tammy Amirault 

 Lynn Kirman        Gail Mahan           Maureen Melvold       Susan Moore  Gail Newton         Dee Olive  

Karin Pierson     Sharron Semento Kim Barnes 


