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The General Federation of Women’s Clubs is a nonprofit organization that brings together local women’s clubs in a 

collective effort to strengthen communities and enhance the lives of others through volunteer service. 
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Roseanne Miller 
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Denise Mulcahy 
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Secretary 
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Delores Deen/Donna Biba, CHs 
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Jerry Hardwick 
Civic Engagement & Outreach 

 

Kim Barnes 
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Cheryl Higgins 
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Tracy Draper 
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Linda Urry, CH 
Fundraising 

 

Therese Haberle, CH 
ESO Book Club 

 

Cathy Kautz/Maureen Melvold, 
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cathykautz@att.net 
 

Denise Mulcahy, CH 
Communications 

 

Federation Motto:  “In great things, Unity; In small things, Liberty; In all things, Charity” 

APRIL PROGRAM 
 

Composting 
Guest Speaker:  

 
 Annette Coddling 

 
Hosted by the Environment Committee 

 April Dates to Remember 
 

Apr 1 Registration 11:30 a.m. 
     Lunch at Noon 
     General Meeting 1:00 p.m. 
Apr 1 Passover 
Apr 3 Center Street Kitchen 
Apr 4 Walkie Talkie 
Apr 5 Easter 
Apr 11 Pickleball Tournament 
Apr 12 Pickleball Tournament 
Apr 14  MLK Senior Center 
Apr 28 MLK Senior Center 
Apr 29 Executive Board Meeting 

  

 
Flight of Honor Update 

 
More than 100 women veterans from across 
our state embarked on a once-in-a-lifetime 
journey to Washington, D.C., as part of the 
inaugural all-female Flight of Honor. These 
remarkable women, representing generations 
of service from the Korean War to present day, 
carried with them a combined legacy of 
courage, sacrifice, and unwavering 
commitment to our country. 
 
The complete article is available through the 
GFWC Florida Clubwoman’s March 16th 
newsletter. 

President’s Corner 

 
Dear Members,   
 
We are on the doorstep of a spectacular 
April! 
   
At our luncheon meeting, we will be 
recognizing our new members and our 
members with special anniversaries.  We will 
be holding elections for our 2026-2028 
Officer team.  We will be mixing it up with 
“Name that Tune” and learning about 
composting.   
 
On April 11th and 12th, we will be hosting “A 
Weekend For Patriots”, featuring our 2nd 
Annual Paddles for Patriots pickleball 
tournament, our last major fundraiser for 
the year.  We will need your help.  Please 
volunteer. 
 
Thanks for all your hard work and volunteer 
service in March.  You are appreciated!  You 
rock! 
 
Spark The Fireworks! 
 
Suzanne 



EDUCATION & LIBRARIES 
Cheryl Higgins, CH 
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Community Service Programs 

 
ARTS & CULTURE 

Delores Deen and Donna Biba, CO-CHs 
 

March was our annual book drive, and we had incredible 
success!!  There were 201 books donated and over 200 
educational reading pamphlets, writing and poetry books, 
and other educational materials.  These donations will 
significantly impact the underserved children of Sorrento 
Elementary 
 
On April 4th, we have four volunteers supporting the W.T. 
Bland Library Easter Egg event.  Our next event in the works 
is to deliver an education session targeting elementary school 
children  regarding the 250th anniversary of the United 
States.  We are in the early stages of planning with more to 
come. 
 
Our April 6th meeting is being rescheduled.  Please contact 
Cheryl Higgins for details if you would like to attend.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 

Committee Members with book donations.  Picture on left: 
Cheryl Higgins and Gail Newton.  Picture on right:  Judy 
Streeter, Cheryl Higgins, Diana Scott, and Mary Groeller.  
Additional books shown below. 

 

We meet in the Community Room of the Mount Dora 
Library on the 2nd Thursday of each month at 2:00 p.m.  
Please join in!  
 

Rocks Painting:  We have scheduled another painting 
party at Eden Abbey on Thursday, April 16th, from 3:00 p.m. 
to 5:00 p.m.  Signup will be at the April meeting, so we have 
a headcount.   Rocks and painting supplies will be provided, 
we will also have beautiful bookmarks to color.  The cost is 
$2.00 per person at the event, which will be used to support 
Arts and Culture projects.  Many stay for cocktails and 
dinner afterwards on Eden Abbey’s lovely patio.  
 

Ushering at the Icehouse Theater:  We have a full roster 
of volunteers for the April 2nd showing of Guys & Dolls, but 
contact Donna if you want to sign up as a backup.  There 
will be a sign-up sheet at the April and May meetings for the 
new show that starts May 15th.  Contact Donna Biba.    You 
can always volunteer on your own by calling the Ice House 
Theater box office at (352) 383-4616. 
 

We have scheduled a guided tour of the historic Sydonie 
Mansion on Saturday, May 16th, at 10:00 a.m.  The mansion 
was once said to be the most significant residential structure 
in all of Florida!  It is located a short drive away near 
Zellwood.  Purchase your own tickets on their website 
www.sydoniemansion.com.  Tickets are $25.  Make sure you 
have signed up with us (there will be a sign-up sheet at the 
April meeting so we can help coordinate rides. 
 

Members of the Mount Dora Woman’s Club listed below 
were first place winners of the District Arts and Crafts 
Competition in  18 categories and will move forward to the 
state competition held in Orlando on May 2nd.  Good Luck! 
 

Donna Biba 
Diane Cole 

Suzanne Gibson 
JoAnne Hildebrand 

Cathy Kautz 
Lynn Kirman 
Barbara Little 
Gail Mahan 

Maureen Melvold 
Dee Olive 

Karen Pierson 

http://www.sydoniemansion.com
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For members who may be away during our summer break, 
please note that a lipstick-shaped donation container will be 
available in the reception area during the April and May 
Monthly Luncheons and Business Meetings. You are 
welcome to deposit brand-new, unused, sealed lipsticks or 
monetary donations that will be used to purchase lipsticks. 
 
In late July 2026, all collected lipsticks will be delivered to 
Sheryl Kurlwood, founder of *Finding Your Fabulosity*. 
Sheryl will package the donated lipsticks and distribute 
them to domestic violence shelters across the United States, 
helping women reclaim a sense of confidence and dignity. 
 
For members who will be here during the summer months, 
we are also planning a lipstick donation event on July 29, 
2026, supporting the same meaningful cause. 
 
To learn more about Sheryl and her mother’s inspiring 
story, please enjoy the brief 2-minute YouTube video: *Find 
Your Fabulosity*. 
 
www.youtube.com/channel/UCosEglwt2yRpKVir5hMdhoA 
 

ENVIRONMENT 
Kim Barnes, CH 

CIVIC ENGAGEMENT & OUTREACH 
 Jerry Hardwick, District  7 Point Person 

 

This month, we are focusing on the second 
“R” in Reduce, Reuse, Recycle — Reuse. 
Reusing everyday items is an easy way to 
reduce waste and give materials a second 
life. Simple habits like saving bread bags for 
dog waste, washing and reusing spaghetti 

sauce jars for storage, or using the blank side of junk mail 
for notes can make a meaningful difference.  
  
Another great option is upcycling, which means 
transforming discarded items into something new or of 
greater value.  For example, old CDs and DVDs can be hung 
from wires to reflect sunlight and help deter birds from 
gardens, or turned into creative items like coasters, 
ornaments, wreaths, or wind chimes. Used wine corks can 
be crushed and mixed into plant pots or flowerbeds to help 
retain moisture in the soil.  
  
When items can no longer be reused at home, consider 
donating them to local animal rescues, food banks, crisis 
centers, or organizations such as the Salvation Army, 
Goodwill, or Purple Heart.  

UPCOMING FUNDRAISING EVENT 
P4Patriots Weekend Extravaganza  
Barbara Little, Fundraising Sub-Committee CH 

Call for Volunteers:  Help Make Patriots Weekend a 
Success 
 
Support “Patriots Weekend”, a high-energy fundraising 
event April 11–12 supporting women veterans by volunteering 
or attending.  We need all the support we can get.  This is our 
last major fundraising event of the year so let’s go out with 
our firecracker spirit shining bright! 
 
The two-day event will take place at 555 S. Highland Street 
(ATAP & Epiphany Pickleball) in Mount Dora and features 
three exciting activities: the Paddles for Patriots Pickleball 
Tournament, the Pop-ups for Patriots Vendor Fest, and 
the Party for Patriots on the Patio. Volunteers are essential 
to making this event a success. 
 
The pickleball tournament will host approximately 260 
players across 12 brackets, while the vendor festival will 
welcome visitors from across the area for two days of 
shopping, food trucks, and local vendors. The weekend wraps 
up April 12th at 4:30 p.m. with a celebration at Eden Abbey 
Brewery featuring live music by veteran Eric Groves, 
games, great food, and craft brews. 
 
Volunteers are needed for a variety of roles, including: 

 Event setup and breakdown (Friday afternoon, Saturday 
morning or Sunday evening) 

 Player check-in.  

 Photography. 

 Vendor support and hospitality. 

 Raffle tables and guest assistance. 

 General event coordination. 

 Games and other event coordination for the party at 
Eden Abbey. 

 
Whether you can help for a few hours or the entire weekend, 
your time will directly support an important cause.  Many of 
these volunteer opportunities do not require standing.   
Contact Tammy or Barbara, if you are interested in 
volunteering. 
 
Proceeds from Patriots Weekend benefit the ongoing 
maintenance of Ashley’s House, a 4,000-square-foot 
transitional home for women veterans. Named in honor 
of First Lieutenant Ashley White-Stumpf, who was killed 
in action in Afghanistan in 2011, the home will provide safe 
housing, counseling, job and educational training, financial 
education, and community support for women veterans 
transitioning to civilian life. 
 
 Join us in honoring those who served and helping create a 
supportive future for women veterans.  

http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCosEglwt2yRpKVir5hMdhoA


GFWC MDWC Book Club 
Therese Haberle, CH 
 

HEALTH & WELLNESS 
Tracy Draper. CH 

MEMBERSHIP 
Kim Barnes, CH 
 

Correspondence Secretary 
Denise Mulcahy 

If you know of anyone who needs a ray of Sunshine, please 
send me their name and address so I can contact them with 
a note from MDWC. 

Joyce Denzer joined the Mount Dora Woman’s Club in 
March.   
 
Joyce met us through her cousin, Cindy Bennett. Joyce is a 
snowbird who makes her northern home in Greensboro, 
North Carolina. She will be officially inducted into the club 
during the April meeting along with the 13 other new 
members who have joined us since last May.  During April's 
meeting we will also recognize GFWC five and 10 year 
membership anniversaries. 
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Mark the date! Our next get together is Wednesday, May 20th, 
1:30 to 3 p.m. at the W. T. Bland Library.  It will be a "free read", 
so anything goes! 
 
If you've read a book, come share, if you haven't, come get some 
ideas of what next to read!  
 
 ESO is the Federation's book club sorority, but our meetings 
are open to everyone, ESO members or not!  Hope to see you. 

If you know of a club member going through a rough  
patch and who  could use some TLC, i.e., a ride to the 
doctor,  help with meals, a call, or a visit, please let a 
Hospitality/Sunshine Committee member know so we 
may bring some sunshine their way.  Contact Cathy 
Kautz.  

SUNSHINE COMMITTEE 

The monthly Health and Wellness meeting will be held on 
Monday, April 6th, at Foxtail Coffee, Tavares, at 2:30 p.m. 
Weather permitting, we can meet outside. 
 
Glasses collection update: In just three months, we have 
collected 511 glasses! Continues through the May meeting. 
 
New collection at hand: Lanette has learned of a food 
pantry near Groveland that needs egg cartons. She is 
collecting at meetings as well as her family business (Mail-
Express in Mount Dora). Ask your neighbors for theirs as 
well. The eggs are donated by farmers who have excess.  
 
Update on Grace's Project will be shared via email and at 
the April meeting. As of the day prior, I am expecting 10+ to 
come help with cutting, pinning, sewing, visiting, and 
munching! 

 
Walkie Talkies meet on April 4th (Saturday), 
10:00 a.m. at 2280 Pine Meadows Golf Course 
Rd, Eustis, FL 32726. Topic to discuss: Mental 
Health. 

 
Tip of the month: Women's Mental Health, from a trusted 
and respected source: Johns Hopkins University https://
www.hopkinsmedicine.org/health/wellness-and-
prevention/womens-health-mind-and-mood Informative 
read.  

Members making blankets 
for Grace’s Project.  Top left 
is Alison Horvath, Mary 
Groeller, and Tracy Draper in 
the background.  Bottom left 
is Cheryl Higgins. Top right is 
Tracy Draper and Noelie 
Meier. 
 
 

https://www.hopkinsmedicine.org/health/wellness-and-prevention/womens-health-mind-and-mood
https://www.hopkinsmedicine.org/health/wellness-and-prevention/womens-health-mind-and-mood
https://www.hopkinsmedicine.org/health/wellness-and-prevention/womens-health-mind-and-mood
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Announcements 

Welcome to our newest members 

 

SPOTLIGHT ON 

Alissa Constant 4/02 
Flo Fenneman  4/02 
Barbara Little  4/03 
Mary Ann Quick 4/10 
Linda Urry  4/20 
Gail Mahan  4/21 
Kathy Honeycutt 4/23 
Barbara Parker  4/25 
Alison Horvath 4/27 

  

 

 

 

 

Mary Ann Quick 

Mary Ann Quick lived in Stamford, Connecticut, 
before relocating to Florida three years ago. She is 
the mother of Kim Barnes and her son, Jonathan, 

spouse to Roger, and the grandmother of three granddaughters 
and two grandsons. 

Once her children entered school, Mary Ann chose to pursue 
higher education. She earned an Associate Degree from 
Norwalk Community College and later continued her studies at 
the University of Connecticut through its Adult Education 
program, graduating with a Bachelor’s Degree in General 
Studies. Focusing on business coursework, she went on to 
become a licensed Certified Public Accountant in both 
Connecticut and Florida. Mary Ann enjoyed a successful 25-
year career with a local accounting firm before retiring at age 
70. 

Service to others has always been important to Mary Ann.  In 
Connecticut, she volunteered at the local library, teaching 
English as a second language, and delivered meals to seniors 
through the Meals on Wheels program. Now a member of the 
Mount Dora Woman’s Club, she continues her commitment to 
community service by helping prepare and distribute meals at 
the Center Street Kitchen for neighbors experiencing food 
insecurity. 

In her free time, Mary Ann likes to read and take walks. 

Jerry Hardwick, District  7 Point Person 
jerrylynnh@hotmail.com 

Cheryl and Jeri Wosika 

Suzanne Cubberley 
Joyce Denzer 

Cheryl Wosika 
Jeri Wosika 

Celebrating Women’s History Month - March Meeting 

   

Mary Groeller, Irene Rosenberg, and Lanette 
Scantlin   

Betty Smith and Jerry Hardwick 

mailto:jerrylynnh@hotmail.com

