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The General Federation of Women’s Clubs is a nonprofit organization that brings together local women’s clubs in a 

collective effort to strengthen communities and enhance the lives of others through volunteer service. 
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Federation Motto:  “In great things, Unity; In small things, Liberty; In all things, Charity” 

DECEMBER PROGRAM 
 

 
 
 

Hosted by Hospitality 

December Dates to Remember 
 

Dec 3 Registration 11:00 a.m. 
    General Meeting 11:30 a.m. 
    Lunch 12:30 p.m. 
Dec 5  Center Street Kitchen 
Dec 9 MLK Senior Center 
Dec 13 Walkie Talkie 
Dec 13 Wreaths Across America 
Dec 13 Tour of Homes 
Dec 14 Tour of Homes 
Dec 14 Hanukkah Begins 
Dec 25 Christmas 
Dec 31 Executive Board Meeting 

 

President’s Corner 

Dear Members, 
 

In this season of generosity, please take a 
moment and reflect on this past year. 
 

Through your volunteer spirit, you have fed, 
clothed, and sheltered the underserved in 
our communities.  You have introduced 
literature, education, and art while 
promoting the environment and respect for 
our veterans.  You have given the gift of hope 
to many. 
 

 
PEACE * JOY * LOVE 

 
Suzanne 

  Angel Tree Giving 

At our November luncheon, we introduced the 
Angel Tree, adorned with dozens of names of 
children in  the  Guardian  Ad Litem  program.  
Each tag listed a child’s age along with their 
needs and wishes, and many of our members 
generously selected tags to take home. 
 
Please remember to bring your gifts 
unwrapped and with the tag attached to our 
December meeting. 
 
If you did not get a chance to participate but 
would still like to help, please reach out to 
Denise.   Our goal is to ensure that every child 
receives a gift this holiday season! 
 
Roseanne Miller and Denise Mulcahy 



CIVIC ENGAGEMENT & OUTREACH 

EDUCATION & LIBRARIES 
Cheryl Higgins, CH 
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Community Service Programs 

ARTS & CULTURE 

Delores Deen and Donna Biba, CO-CHS 
 

The Committee meets on the 2nd Thursday of 
each month at Foxtail Coffee in Tavares at 1:00 

p.m. (next to the Library).  Our next meeting is on December 
11th.  Please join in!  
 
The categories for the 2025 Arts & Crafts Competition are 
described on our website. Contact Dee Olive   to add your 
submission  So far, we have 35 entries so it is shaping up to be 
another amazing display of talent!   There  is still time to sign 
up and more details will be sent via email to those who did. 
 
The Lake Cares Empty Bowls fundraising event was on the 
evening of Friday, November 14th, at the Donnelly Park 
Pavilion.  It was time to fill our bowls (if we could find them!) 
with gourmet soups made by local restaurants!  GFWC 
Mount Dora Woman’s Club also provided baked goods for the 
Lake Cares bake sale at the event.  Thank you to all for 
supporting this great cause. 
 
Contact Donna Biba  about availability of GFWC Mount Dora 

Woman’s Club spots for ushering at the January showing of 
“The Cottage”.  Did you know you can volunteer on your own 
by calling the Icehouse Theater box office?  Call (352) 383-
4616. 
 
Planning was completed for the December 4th  trip to 
“Winter Park Christmas in the Park”. There will be  a free 
concert of the Bach Festival Choir and Brass Ensemble; a 
lighted display of Tiffany windows from the Morse Museum; 
and dinner on our own.   More coordinating information will 
be shared via email with those who signed up. 
 
Arts & Culture Opportunities!  Invite a friend and attend! 
 

  Jazz in the Alley in Deland on  the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays 
of the month from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 

 Art in the Alley in Mount Dora on  the 2nd Friday of the 
month from 5:00  p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

 
 

The GFWC Mount Dora Woman’s Club will participate in 
the Wreaths Across America patriotic  program again this 
year.  The event is on  December 13th, beginning at 10:00 
a.m., at the Pine Forest Cemetery near  the  W. T. Bland 
library. 
 
After the program, volunteers  will place wreaths on the 
graves of veterans.  Join us for an impactful experience. 

Jerry Hardwick, District  7 Point Person 
 

 Our first collaboration with the Tavares Library will be 
assisting as judges for their upcoming writing contest. Two 
committee volunteers will participate on December 2nd—
no additional volunteers are needed for this event. 
 
As you know, the yard sale was a tremendous success! We 
look forward to presenting the donation to Families In 
Transition during our December luncheon. 
 
Plans with the Triangle Community Alliance are still 
underway, with tentative arrangements to help register 
children for the Dolly Parton Imagination Program later in 
December. 
 
Please stay tuned for our upcoming events in 2026. The 
Committee will not hold a meeting in December. 

Participants in the 
Empty Bowl 
Fundraiser 
Pictured:  Karin 
Pierson,  Cheryl 
Higgins, Delores 
Deen, Donna Biba, 
Gail Mahan,  and 
Suzanne Gibson  

Merry Christmas and Happy Hanukkah 
 
May your holidays be happy days, filled with love and 
laughter. 
 

And may each day bring joy your way in the year that 
follows after! 
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In November, our Walkie Talkie group enjoyed a stroll 
through Tavares, soaking in the beautiful scenery, the 
refreshing cooler weather, and the chance to connect with 
one another. After the walk, we gathered at Foxtail Coffee to 
share ideas about what our Committee hopes to accomplish 
in the year ahead. 
 
Some of the exciting possibilities discussed included: 
 

 Collecting eyeglasses for donation to the Lions Club. 

 Partnering with the Linus Club to provide blankets. 

 Creating a mileage tracker to record our Walkie Talkie 
miles. 

 
Our next Committee meeting will be held on January 5th at 
3:30 p.m.  The location is still to be determined—stay tuned! 
 
For questions or more information about the Health & 
Wellness Community Service Program, please contact Tracy 
Draper.   

FUNDRAISING 
Linda Urry, CH 
 

ENVIRONMENT 
Kim Barnes, CH 
 

HEALTH & WELLNESS 
Tracy Draper. CH 
 

Correspondence Secretary 
Denise Mulcahy 
 

If you know of anyone who needs a ray of Sunshine, please 
send me their name and address so I can contact them with 
a note from MDWC. 

Thank you to Irene Rosenberg for showcasing her 
environmentally friendly products at our November 
meeting.  
 
By following her example and embracing the principles of 
reduce, reuse, recycle, we help safeguard the planet’s 
resources and create a cleaner, healthier world for all. Every 
small step we take together builds toward a more 
sustainable future—reminding us that the choices we make 
today shape the environment for generations to come. 
 
In just our first two meetings, we collected and recycled 
nearly 300 batteries—an incredible achievement! Keep up 
the great work, everyone. 
 
The Committee is currently seeking a volunteer to manage 
our pill bottle collection and reuse program. This role 
requires less than one hour per month. If you’re interested, 
please reach out to Kim Barnes.   
 
Our next meeting will be held in January (date and time to 
be determined). 
 
Thank you. 

What’s New in Fundraising?  We’re rockin’ the house! Our 
committee is made up of incredible individuals with diverse 
backgrounds and talents, and together we’ve formed a 
powerhouse team. We’re pushing boundaries, stepping outside 
our comfort zones, and proving ourselves to be true 
fundraising warriors.   
 
Growth isn’t always easy—it can feel uncomfortable or even a 
little challenging—but every step forward is worth it. The 
progress we’re making is setting the stage for even greater 
success.   
 
Get involved! Invite a friend, carpool, and join us for the 
**Tour of Homes**. After all, we’re stronger and better when 
we work together!   
 

 

Walkie Talkies 
 

Join us for a nice walk session at 9:00 a.m., on December 13th 
at the Church of Christ in Mount Dora on Donnelly Street by 
the W.T. Bland Library, and  the Pine Forest Cemetery.   We 
will get to know each other better and dovetail into the 
Wreaths Across America event at the cemetery at 10:00 a.m. 
Come for both events or just for the Walkie Talkies.  We look 
forward to your attendance.   
 
If you have any questions contact Tracy Draper.  
 

mailto:tracydraper@outlook.com


ESO 
Therese Haberle, CH 
 

  HOSPITALITY 
  Cathy Kautz, CH 
   

MEMBERSHIP 
Kim Barnes, CH 
 

We will not be conducting New Member Orientation in 
December.  The next date will be Wednesday January 5th, 
immediately following lunch. 
 
The Membership Manual has been updated for 2025-
2026.  You can find it on our website in the Member Page.   
Check out the beautiful cover art created by JoAnne 
Hildebrand. 
 
Updates to the manual include: 
 

 Suzanne’s President’s Message. 

 List of current officers and committee chairs. 

 Monthly meeting and program schedule. 

 A brief club history. 

 Our bylaws (recent changes will be added soon). 

The MLK Senior Center has experienced a wonderful surge in 
participation, with more and more individuals joining the bi-
monthly activities hosted by the dedicated volunteers of the 
GFWC Mount Dora Woman’s Club. At our most recent 
gathering, we welcomed 47 seniors. 
 
“The MLK Senior Center in Mount Dora will be spreading 
holiday cheer at our December 9th meeting! We’ll have a 
delicious Christmas lunch, festive music, a fun photo booth, 
and a special visit from Santa, who will have a gift for each of 
our seniors. It’s going to be a wonderful time to celebrate 
together.” 
 
Please contact Roseanne Miller,  if would like to be a part of 
the celebration!    
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Ladies, we have a shy bookworm in our midst!  Someone, 
who wants to be anonymous, earned a FOURTH CENTURY 
ESO certificate!  So congratulations to whomever you 
are!  That's 400 books read and reported. 
 
For those of you who don't know, "ESO" is an honorary 
educational sorority within GFWC for members to 
continue their education through planned reading.  There 
are 20 odd "courses" (fiction/biography/science, etc.) 
identified that one can chose from in directing their 
reading interests.  
 
 For some ladies, this structure, and the reward of a 
certificate, encourages them to read more broadly and 
continue their education.  Call me if you want more 
detailed information.  Regardless, we welcome ALL to our 
meetings, whether you join ESO or not.  The conversation 
is always top shelf! 
 
Next meeting is January 21, 2026, 1:30 p.m. to 3 p.m., at the 
W.T. Bland Library.  A "free read"!  Come join us! 

If you know of a club member going through a rough  
patch and who  could use some TLC, i.e., a ride to the 
doctor,  help with meals, a call, or a visit, please let a 
Hospitality/Sunshine Committee member know so we 
may bring some sunshine their way.  Contact Cathy Kautz.  
 

SUNSHINE COMMITTEE 

 

The Hospitality Committee has many ways for you to help 
in December.  We need homemade cookies for the Tour of 
Homes fundraiser, and volunteers to man the Cookie Barn 
serving punch and cookies. 
 
We are looking for volunteers for a minimum of 2-hour 
increments.  We can also use volunteers to clean up.  Let us 
make this event a success!  If you can help, contact Cathy 
Kautz  or Maureen Melvold.  
 
 Thank You. 

Club members served lunch at the MLK Senior Center, 
pictured left to right:  Diane Cole, Delores Deen, Cecilia 
Santos, Mary Groeller, Diana Johnson, and Denise Mulcahy. 

MLK SENIOR CENTER 
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Announcements 

 

SPOTLIGHT ON 

Maggi Ventura  12/21 
Charlotte Wilson 12/21

For several years, Karin Pierson and her dedicated team of 
volunteers have faithfully served the downtown Eustis 
community, meeting the needs of hundreds—if not 
thousands—of underserved neighbors. Their work at the 
Center Street Kitchen (CSK) continues to make a lasting 
impact.   
 
When asked recently how things are going at CSK, Karin 
shared these updates:  
  
Karin  advised the Center Street Kitchen weekly team 
leaders that the GFWC Mount Dora Woman’s Club would 
like to organize a food drive to collect essential items that 
the CSK regularly needs.  
 
In addition, Suzanne Gibson is planning a GFWC District-
wide event at the church, which will include a food drive. 
Attendees will be invited to bring suggested food items, and 
proceeds from basket raffle sales will help cover CSK 
expenses.  
  
The menu for the first week of the month will  permanently 
feature Chicken Nuggets, retiring the spaghetti tradition.  
The menu for the fifth week of the month will feature hot 
dogs, tangerines, chips, dessert, and water. 
 
If you would like to be part of this mission, please reach out 
to Karin.  
 

CENTER STREET KITCHEN 

  

Lanette Scantlin 

Lanette Scantlin is originally from Kansas, where 
she began a rewarding 40-year career as a florist.   
She has lived in several states throughout her 
life, following her husband’s career with Kroger. 

Their journey eventually led them to Cincinnati, Ohio.  
 
 After her husband retired, the couple embraced a new 
adventure by relocating to Panama. Two years later, they 
returned to the U.S. in search of a warm climate and chose 
central Florida as their new home. Lanette has been a resident 
of Mid Florida Lakes for the past three years. 
 
During their earlier years, Lanette and her husband served as 
foster parents, providing emergency and respite care for 
children in need. Their dedication to family led them to adopt 
three children, and today, Lanette is a proud grandmother to 
three grandchildren. Two of her children live in Florida, while 
the third and her grandchildren reside out of state. 
 
Three years ago, the Scantlins purchased a shipping business, 
which has since become a family-run enterprise with two of 
Lanette’s adult children actively involved. 
 
Lanette enjoys spending her time gardening, playing board 
games and trivia, as well as seeking out unique experiences 
across Florida. 

 

Jerry Hardwick, District  7 Point Person 
jerrylynnh@hotmail.com 

Volunteers packing lunches at Center Street Kitchen. Pictured 
on the left:  Uta Pergler, Ruth McCollum, Kitchen Leader, 
Sharron Semento, Lanette Scantlin,  and Faye Owens.  Pictured 
right:  Diana Johnson, Stephanie Haimes, Mary Ann Quick, 
Kathy Honeycutt, and Joanna Fox. 

mailto:jerrylynnh@hotmail.com

