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President’s Corner

Dear Members,

It has been a memorable 2024-
2025 year. I thank you all for a job
well done.

Happy 106th Birthday Mount
Dora Woman’s Club!
Suzanne

This is a reminder that your annual dues of
$50.00 are payable in May. Payment can be
made at the May Luncheon/Meeting,
through the Members Page on our website,
or by mailing a check, payable to GFWC
Mount Dora Woman’s Club, to:

Roseanne Miller

If you joined as a new member after January
1, 2025, your dues have already been covered,
and no additional payment is required. I will
be reaching out to those who do not need to
pay to confirm their status.

Let me know if you have any questions or
need assistance!

Roseanne Miller
Treasurer

MAY DATES TO REMEMBER

Center Street Kitchen
Pickleball Tournament

May 2
May 4
May7 Registration 11:30 a.m.

Lunch at Noon

General Meeting 1:00 p.m.

May 11
May 14

Mother’s Day

MLK Senior Center

May 15 Walk n Talk

May 21 ESO

May 26 Memorial Day

May 28 MLK Senior Center

May 28 Executive Board Meeting
May 30 Center Street Kitchen

7
Volunleers!!]

Volunteers do not necessarily have the
timne, they just have the heart.
Elszabetin Andrew

The General Federation of Women’s Clubs is a nonprofit organization that brings together local women’s clubs in a

collective effort to strengthen communities and enhance the lives of others through volunteer service.
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3 Community Service Programs

ARTS & CULTURE
Delores Deen and Donna Biba, CO-CHS

The committee meets on the 2nd Thursday of each month at
Foxtail Coffee in Tavares at 1:00 p.m. (next to the Library).
Our last meeting before summer break is May 8, 2025. Please
join in!

The State Arts & Crafts Competition was held April 26, 2025
in Orlando where the 13 winning entries from the District
competition competed with entries from the 188 other clubs
within the GFWC Women’s Club Florida organization.
Results will be announced at the May 7, 2025 meeting.

Our “On The Rocks” happy hour painting session was held
Thursday, April 24, 2025, at Eden Abbey restaurant. A good
time was had by all, and there was much laughter and
creativity! The next step is to partner with the
Environmental Committee’s Walk & Talk to distribute the
rocks around town!

Last Call! We will be collecting all the newborn and child
hats you have been working on at the May meeting for
donation to March of Dimes Military Moms. If you cannot
make the meeting, there will be a basket on the porch for you
to drop off the hats at Suzanne Gibson’s house.

A signup sheet for ushering at the Ice House Theater
production of “Red Herring” will be available at the May
meeting.

The Committee is discussing possible activities for next year,
including Christmas tours at local mansions and museum
outings. We also intend to send periodic emails of
information on local arts and cultural events you may find of
interest throughout the summer.

Correspondence Secretary
Gina Conway

If you know of anyone who needs a ray of Sunshine, please
send me their name and address so I can contact them
with a note from MDWC
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ENVIRONMENT
Kim Barnes, CH

Our last Walk n Talk with be Thursday, May 15, 2025, to
distribute painted rocks in Mount Dora. The meeting location
and time will be shared soon.

The Environment Committee meets on the 2nd Thursday of the
month at 10:00 a.m., in the W.T. Bland Library. Please feel free
to join us at our next meeting on Thursday, May 8, 2025.
During this meeting, we will be outlining our plans for
2025/2026.

Summer Activities!
The Environment Committee will be holding various events
over the summer including nature walks, kayaking, and a day

trip to Canaveral National Seashore.

Be on the lookout for

details via email.

Tree Facts

The sabal palm (Sabal palmetto) may be one of the most
iconic trees in Florida, which is ironic because it is not a
tree since palms are more closely related to grasses.

The "knees" of bald cypress trees are called
pneumatophores, which grow from the base of the tree in
water.

The historic range of the longleaf pine forest spanned 92
million acres from southern Virginia to eastern Texas. The
ubiquity and utility of its trees made them indispensable to
colonists who needed raw materials to fuel their New World

ambitions.
longleaf pine forests

It is now estimated that less than 5% of those
remain according to the Nature

Conservancy.

— AMERICA'S —
LONGLEATF PINEB
FORESTS

THEN & NOW

{MAP KEY )-

LONGLEAF PINE FOREST

TNC PROJECTS



https://www.nature.org/en-us/magazine/magazine-articles/longleaf-pine/
https://www.nature.org/en-us/magazine/magazine-articles/longleaf-pine/

CIVIC ENGAGEMENT & OUTREACH
Jerry Hardwick, District 7 Point Person

This April has been an exciting month with several ongoing
projects. One highlight is the collaboration between our
Club and the W. T. Bland Library to create a small library
for the women of Ashley's House once it opens. A new
bookshelf, carefully chosen to complement the décor, has
been purchased, and the library will handpick a selection of
books tailored to the interests of women veterans.

Once established, this initiative will be overseen by our
Education and Libraries team. It's truly wonderful to think
about the wide range of both online and in-person
activities that will be available to the women as library
cardholders.

Additionally, Betty Smith and I have started shopping for
bedding for the six bedrooms at Ashley's House. District 7
clubs will have the opportunity to sponsor a room by
donating bedding in their club's name—a meaningful way
to contribute to this incredible project.

We also hope you've enjoyed seeing the photos of our Club
members who visited Ashley's House. Following the April
luncheon, they had the special opportunity to sign their
names and leave heartfelt messages on the walls and
studs—a memorable and touching gesture.

Lastly, a big thank you to Gina for keeping up with all the
wonderful activities at the Senior Center! I've heard great
feedback about this month's guest speaker from Joni and
Friends—it sounds like it was a fantastic session.
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Heartfelt messages on walls & studs at Ashley’s House
By: Top row: Kim Barnes, Delores Deen, and Tracey
Draper. Bottom Row: Cheryl Higgins, Nancy Kennedy
and Gail Mahan.
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EDUCATION & LIBRARIES
Cheryl Higgins, CH

The Education and Libraries Committee continued our
incredible momentum. The Committee has accomplished
so much in just four months! Here is what we have been up
to in the past month:

e  Volunteers for the Library Kids Show

e Led the Book drive which resulted in donating 148
books to Lake Cares Food Bank

e Donation of $150 to Sorrento Elementary to enable
underprivileged kids to participate (purchase a book) at
the school book fair

e Volunteers for the Library Easter Egg Hunt

Plans have been solidified for the library space at Ashley’s
House with the W. T. Bland Library providing a
commitment to partner with us to provide books. More to
come once we have information on the timing to complete
the house.

Our next event is scheduled for October. During the
October luncheon, we will be collecting school and hygiene
supplies. Be on the lookout for email communication for
more details.

The Education and Libraries Committee will not be meeting
in May, but plans to hold meetings over the Mount Dora
Woman’s Club break as needed.

WAYS & MEANS /FUNDRAISING
W&V\ Donna Kelley and Linda Urry, CO-CHS

A big shout out to all our amazing members who made the
Mad Hatter Tea such a huge success! We raised an
incredible $3,500 for the Christian Care Center, and it was
all thanks to you. We had a blast too!

As we near the end of the 2024/2025 season, we're getting
ready for our final event, the Paddle for Patriots Pickleball
Tournament. This event is going to be a game-changer! It'll
start a permanent fund for Ashley’s House, managed by the
Mount Dora Community Trust.

We need your continued support to make this happen.
We're looking for volunteers, donations, and prayers! If you
can spare a few hours on May 4, 2025, please give Suzanne a
call. If you or someone you know can sponsor in kind or
monetarily, reach out to Barbara Little or Linda Urry. If you
are up for contributing to the bake sale, give Cathy Kautz a
call. It’s going to be a fantastic day, and we cannot do it
without you! May 4th Donnelly Park. Pray for another
beautiful day in sunny Florida!
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W% ESO MEMBERSHIP
!9 OK\C&&’ Cathleen Arciero, CH MEM B E R s H | P Therese Haberle, CH

Next ESO Book Club meets Wednesday, May 21, 2025,
at the library at 1:30 p.m., in the Archives room. It is a
fun read so no pressure!

We have two new members to welcome, Sue Chelseth and
Linda Hezlep! Thank you, Suzanne Gibson for bringing them
to us!
Cheers,

Given that this is the last newsletter of the year, I'd like to take
Cathleen a moment to give a BIG shout out and THANK YOU to our
more "seasoned” members, those women who have been with
us, for these many years!

HOSPITALITY These gals are our heart, brain, and history! To the gals who

Cathy Kautz, CH preceded me, let's raise a toast to them all: Cathleen Arciero,
Delores Deen, Flo Fenneman, Mary Groeller, Claire Holland,
Claire Porrello, Liz Maglio, Sue Mason, Barb Parker, Irene
Rosenberg, and Judith Shepp.

Hospitality Team [ am so proud of all of you who showed

up, set up, baked, and cleaned up! Let us also celebrate several gals who have logged in 10+ years
of GFWC miles, at clubs before ours: Alison Horvath, Cathy

I have the best team ever!! The Mad Hatter Tea was a Kautz, Gina Conway, Suzanne Gibson and Sharron Semento,

great success because of your efforts! all 10+ year GFWC'rs!

If you have any ideas for a fun event (no fundraiser), please We would not be where we are today if it was not for you

let me know. all! Thank you!

Thanks again.

Installation of New Members

Q\—/'\\
SUNSHINE COMMITTEE

If you know of a club member going through a rough
patch and could use some TLC, i.e., a ride, to the doctor,
help with meals, a call, or a visit, please let a Hospitality/
Sunshine Committee member know so we may bring some
sunshine their way. Front row left: Linda Hezlip, Cheryl Higgins, Tracey Draper,
Contact Cathy Kautz and Kathryn Wilgus. Back row left: Charlotte Wilson, Sue
Chelseth, Kim Barnes, Joanne Hildebrand, Maggi Ventura,

Diana Johnson, Sandy Chandler, Violet Nagy, and Gina
Kuster

Therese Haberle presented Jerry
Hardwick with her s5-year pin
recognizing her years of service.

Jerry is currently the Chairman of
Civic Engagement, Point Person
for District 7, and was previously
Chairman of Education and
Libraries.
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Announcements

<GPy
S HAPPY e
BIRTHDAY

; Diana Johnson is very well-traveled, even if she
. . doesn't remember some of it! Her father was in the

| Air Force, and they lived in Okinawa, Colorado,

AR Kim Barnes 5/03 - | | Texas, Oklahoma, Missouri, and Florida. They
Suzanne Gibson 5/03 moved to Titusville when she was seven years old.
e Nancy Kennedy 5/14 ° . She attended Florida Technological University before the name
Sharron Semento 5/31 was changed to the University of Central Florida.
June through September Birthdays When Diana was a college senior, she was a student assistant at
the USDA in the biological lab. She was with them for 21 years.
Stephanie Haimes 6/13 She worked in ne.matf)logy, which studies micrgscopic worms
Denise Mulcah 6/1 ‘Fhat can trans.rn}t dlsea'ses a.nd/or attack soil, water, and
Y 3 insects, and their interaction with plant roots.
Faye Owens 6/15
Linda Hezlep 6/19 After the lab moved to another city, Diana moved to Lake
Sue Mason 6/19 County and taught at Seminole Springs Elementary for a year
Tara Machen 6/22 and a half, then became a middle school science teacher at
Stephanie Gradford 6/28 Eustis Middle, and taught there for 22 years. She did all of this
Kathryn Wilgus 6/28 while raising three children!
Gail Newton 7/07
Roseanne Miller 7/08 Now retired, her hobbies include container gardening,
Vicki Bores 214 camping, sewing, and diamond art. She considers herself an
Dee Olive 722 outdoor type of person!
Glpa.Conway 7/28 Diana joined the Mount Dora Woman’s Club in September of
Cristie Kern 7/28 2024. She is involved with the AARP Tax Program and the
Jerry Hardwick 7/29 Center Street Kitchen. She enjoys helping people and believes
Susan Moore 8/02 that if we are alone, there's no support, but with unity, there is
Vivian McGuire 8/04 always support.
Gina Kuster 8/09 Interview by Laura Gibson
Donna Biba 8/12
Diane Cole 9/02
Delores Deen 9/07 Mother’s Day OI‘lgln - excerpts from History.com
SDlil:z;lrJl(e)hl\ﬁ:éTews ;%g The origins of Mother’s Day as celebrated in the United
) States date back to the 19th century. In the years before the
Gail Goldberg 9/15 Civil War, Ann Reeves Jarvis of West Virginia helped start
Donna Kelley 9/18 “Mothers’ Day Work Clubs" to teach local women how to

properly care for their children.

¥ %
(} / COMEe~ The official Mother’s Day holiday arose in the 1900s as a
m\\\\ — 23 YR result of the efforts of Anna Jarvis, daughter of Ann Reeves
W Jarvis. Following her mother’s 1905 death, Anna Jarvis
TO OUR NEWEST MEMBERS conceived of Mother’s Day as a way of honoring the sacrifices
mothers made for their children.
Sue Chelseth
Linda Hezlep By 1912 many states, towns and churches had adopted
Mother’s Day as an annual holiday, and Jarvis had established
the Mother’s Day International Association to help promote
%f o2 her cause. Her persistence paid off in 1914 when President
ot'_llfwc;r =S Woodrow Wilson signed a measure officially establishing the
second Sunday in May as Mother’s Day.



mailto:jerrylynnh@hotmail.com
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Announcements

Mad Hatter Tea
A crafting day for the Mad Hatter Tea at the home of Linda Urry

A
v

Seated from the left: Suzanne Matthews, Donna
Kelley, Suzanne Gibson, Gail Newton, Cathleen
Arciero, Kim Barnes, Linda Urry and Jerry
Hardwick.

Pictured left: Shirley Wilgus, Faye Owens, and
Nancy Kennedy.

Setup for the Mad Hatter Tea held at the First United Methodist Church

Pictured left:  Cathy Linda Urry Pictured left: Donna Kelley Maureen Melvold
Kautz, Cathleen Arciero, and Betty Smith
and Barbara Little

Tea Time!

Pictured left: Sandy Chandler | Pictured left: Lynn Kirman and Pictured Left: Donna Kelley || Pictured Left: Terry Gibson
an Maggi Ventura Susan Moore and Roseanne Miller and Suzanne Gibson




